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Whiteswan Environmental, WE (One Mind for the Purpose of the Work).  Mission:  To support community healing through the natural, cultural 

and historical restoration to the Salish Sea for 7th generation sustainability as a measure of ecological health protection.   

Indigenous-led 501(c)3 since 2015. 

Examples of Recognition: 

White House Signed Letter of Support and Signed Proclamation 8947 2016 

• President Obama acknowledged our work and shared commitment to the environment and putting our children’s future first.   
 
Social Innovation Award 
$5,000 

 
Potlatch Fund 

Native Student Success Grant - $50,000 to $400,000 in 1 year 

 
2016 

• For our 1st Spirit of the Sxwo’le – Coast Salish Mini University proposal, WE were able to eightfold the amount through in-kind 
partnerships, accomplish our mission and culminate our efforts with a storyboard dedication to the San Juan Island National Parks 
Service 100th Centennial Anniversary on August 25, 2016 on behalf of Lummi and Saanich Nation 

 
Friends of the Year Award 

  
Friends of the San Juans 

 
2015 

• For facilitating unprecedented unions in the archipelago of the Salish Sea; strengthening relationships between native and non-
native organization to support creating healthy spaces for the youth and Coast Salish communities to experience their ancestral 
homelands in the San Juan Islands. 
 

Roots of Wisdom Exhibit Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 2015 

• The work with our youth and community was acknowledged in the “Taking Care of Our Homelands and Culture” traveling exhibit.  
“WE believe that by integrating and respecting our Schelangen (way of life) and the Western science/STEAM curricula, there will be 
intergenerational indigenous education on the ecological health issues of the past, present and future, therefore creating a 
resurgence of the Keepers of the Tradition and Protectors of the Circle of Life or the next generation of historians and 
conservationist.”   

 
What: 
Short-Term: “Coast Salish Mini University” - is hands-on field program for youth that builds upon the spirit of cooperation between treaty tribes and 
the federal government, non-government organizations, academic institutions to support ecological health and community healing. 

 

 

Long-Term “Coast Salish Tribal Heritage Field Institute” Vision Keepers:  Potential sites for 7 long houses in the San Juan Island and 7 

long houses Gulf Islands for a Indigenous-led, Mountain to Sea, 13-Moon, K-Ph.D., curricula.  “There is a lifetime of curricula in 

learning the old ways.”  Troy Olsen 

                                               Gulf Islands                                                                                       San Juan Island 
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Why?   

• As respected elders have said, the first part of any healing process is to know who you are and where you come from and as 

neuroscience, epigenetics, adverse childhood experience and resilience is now showing memory is stored in DNA.   

• As respected elders have said, the Creator gave us the sacred responsibility to the land, water, reef-net, salmon and language 

that belongs to it and if it is not supported it is cultural spiritual genocide. 

 

Colonization Cultural and 
environmental 

disruption

Decreased 
ecological 

health

Cultural 
revitalization

Improve human and ecosystem health for the next seven generations
COAST SALISH TRIBAL HERITAGE FIELD INSTITUE AND INTERPRETIVE CENTER

CONCEPTUALIZATION

Keepers of the Tradition  and Protectors of the Circle of Life

TREATY 1855
DAWES ACT 1887 

General Allotment Act
BOARDING  HOMES 1905-1932 

Assimilation through Education
INDIAN RELOCATION ACT 1956
BOLT DECISION 1973
CLIMATE CHANGE
TANKERS, PIPELINES, COAL MINING,
TAR SANDS (TRANSPORT OF 
FOSSIL FUELS) TERMINALS

 

HOLISTIC HEALTH AND WELLNESS REQUIRES BALANCE WITH  
THE WESTERN  WAY OF LIFE AND OUR SCHELANGEN 

• EMOTIONAL

• WE address the underlying 
wounded spirit from loss of 
land, language, traditions 
and cultural identity by 
returning to the ancestral 
lands of our people.

• MENTAL
• WE integrate and respect our 

Schelangen (way of life) and the 
Western Science; becoming aware 
that the power of who we are and 
where we come from, our traditional 
place names, treaties, Indian laws, & 
proclamations have the power to 
protect mother earth for generations 
to come.

• SPIRITUAL

• WE restore our relationship 
to land, nature, water ways 
& way of life of our 
ancestors to achieve holistic 
balance.

• PHYSICAL

• WE return to the old ways as 
urged by Native American 
doctors to cure a population 
hit by chronic disease.

ECO –
HEALTH 

AND 
WELLNESS

ECO 
MEDICINE

ECO 
THERAPY

ECO 
EDUCATION

 

Question: 

1.  If Walt Disney can dream up Disney Land can Coast Salish dream of restoring our longhouses to our 

ancestral homelands to restore our Indigenous ways of knowing and natural laws?  (Resource Management 

Goals of Proclamation 8947) 

2.  Like prior design clinics, our needs are similar:  donors, partners, grants, equity.  How can WE, with your 

help support the knowledge democracy of the first peoples of this territory? 

3.  Do you think upholding Truth and Reconciliation/United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples/Treaty Rights/Senate Bill 5433/UN Sustainable Development Goals/Historic Places/UN Law of the Sea 

at a legislative level, in alliance with our Canadian First Nation relatives, Aboriginal Title, can help protect our 

ecological health and help prevent epistemicide? 
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➢ VIDEOS, ARTICLES, PUBLICATIONS &  

 INSPIRING PARTNERSHIPS THAT TELL OUR STORY OF COMMUNITY HEALING IN THE SALISH 

SEA 

 
➢ Richard Walker, Indian Country Today, May 20, 2017, https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/native-

news/ancestral-land-made-available-lummi-nations-use/ 

➢ Richard Walker, Indian Country Today, August 24, 2016, https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/native-

news/watershed-moment-pole-story-boards-installed-on-ancestral-village-site/ 

➢ Shirley Williams, Inspiring Resilience: A Reflection of Indigenous Public Health and our Chi’lange’lth (Inherent 

Birth Rights), HAZNET, The Magazine of the Canadian Risks and Hazards Network, November 2016, 

http://haznet.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/haznet-fall-2016-reduced-3.pdf, pg 28-32. 

➢ Potlatch Fund, Inspiring Philanthropy in Northwest Indian Country, 2016 

http://www.potlatchfund.org/grants/innovation_past.html 

➢ Northwest Treaty Tribes, Lummi Nation Honor Traditions at Historical Fishing Site, August 24, 2015, 

https://nwtreatytribes.org/lummi-nation-members-honor-traditions-at-historical-fishing-site/ 

➢ Spirit of the Sxwo’le Video, Northwest Treaty Tribes 2015 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ka74FzHnZk 

➢ Misty Newell, Visit to English Camp, 2014, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHROtbsczNE 
 Lummi Nation, Protecting our Heritage, 

https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=A86.J7tvhvpZIDkAokQPxQt.?p=protecting+our+heritge&fr=yhs

-adk-adk_sbnt&fr2=piv-web&hspart=adk&hsimp=yhs-

adk_sbnt&type=A1#id=1&vid=64ac3b9915ada1f19d4879593acaeb7b&action=view 

 National Park Service, San Juan Island National Historical Park, The First Ones, Last updated: July 14, 2015, 

https://www.nps.gov/sajh/learn/historyculture/the-first-ones.htm 

 University of Victoria Mapping Collaboration, To Fish As Formerly: W̱SÁNEĆ Nation Brings Reef Net Fishing Back 
After 100 Years, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTQk1IR9ibc 

 Friends of the San Juans, Safe Passage in the Salish Sea, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvYgKS14-bU 

 NPS Centennial, English Camp, August 25, 2016, SAN JUAN ISLAND NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=C6BB3468-1DD8-B71B-0B215B9B544EA43B 
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